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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claims 19-28 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 19, line 5, ";" should be (Applicant is kindly reminded that a claim 
should start with a capital letter and end with a period). 

Claims 20-28 are objected to because they are dependent on objected to 
independent claim 19. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Barsness et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication Pub. No. US 2003/0072488 A1). 

As to claim 1, Barsness et al. discloses a method for managing digital images, 
the method comprising: establishing a connection between a computing device (120) 
and an image capturing device (110) (see figure 1); defining a set of rules pertaining to 
an image using the computing device (i.e., if the object in the image is Grandpa, 
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emailing the image to Grandpa and/or store the image according to the recongnized 
objects); and applying the set of rules from the computing device to the image captured 
by image capturing device, such that the set of rules governs actions performed upon 
the captured image (i.e., if the object in the image is Grandpa, the action performed is e- 
mailing that image to Grandpa and/or storing the image according to the recongnized 
object, see pages 3-4, paragraph 0043, page 3, paragraphs 0037, 0038, page 1, 
paragraphs 0008, figures 1 , 4-6). 

As to claim 2, Barsness et al. discloses further comprising embedding at least 
one rule in the captured image (reads on: if the defined object in the image is Grandpa, 
Uncle, i.e., such as people, reads on embedding at least one rule in the captured image, 
see page 3, paragraph 0037, and figures 11-12). 

As to claim 3, Barsness et al. discloses further comprising transferring the 
captured image to a receiving computing system (see figure 1) and storing the captured 
image in accordance with an accompanying rule (see pages 3-4, paragraph 0043 and 
figure 10). 

As to claim 4, Barsness et al. discloses further comprising allowing a user to 
include a placement rule within the set of rules for determining a storage location for a 
captured image (see pages 3-4, paragraph 0043 and figure 10, i.e., any image that ■ 
includes a particular person may be stored in a directory that contains only images that 
contain that person). 
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As to claim 5, Barsness et al. discloses further comprising allowing a user to 
include an enhancement rule within the set of rules for optimizing the appearance of the 
captured image (see figure 8, page 3, paragraph 0043). 

As to claim 6, Barsness et al. discloses further comprising allowing a user to 
include a rights management rule within the set of rules for restricting access to the 
captured image (see figures 13-18, i.e., e-mailing the images only to recognized 
individuals that are contained within the image or any image that includes a particular 
person may be stored in a directory that contains only images that contain that person, 
see page 3, paragraphs 0037, 0038 and 0043). 

As to claim 7, Barsness et al. discloses further comprising allowing a user to 
define the set of rules using rules editing and configuration tools (see page 3, 
paragraphs 0037, 0038, and see figure 5, 8, 9, 10-12). 

As to claim 8, Barsness et al. discloses further comprising associating the 
placement rule with captured image content (see pages 3-4, paragraph 0043 and figure 
10, i.e., any image that includes a particular person may be stored in a directory that 
contains only images that contain that person). 

As to claim 9, Barsness et al. discloses further comprising transferring the 
captured image, analyzing the captured image according to image content and storing 
the captured image in accordance with the placement rule (see figure 1 , see figures 4-6, 
and see pages 3-4, paragraph 0043 and figure 10, i.e., any image that includes a 
particular person may be stored in a directory that contains only images that contain 
that person). 
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As to claim 10, Barsness et al. discloses a system for managing digital images, 
the system comprising: a rules engine that allows a user to configure a set of image 
rules for controlling images captured by an image capturing device (110); and 
connectivity tools for establishing a connection between the rules engine and the image 
capturing device and for transferring the images from the image capturing device and 
allowing application of the set of image rules to the images (i.e., if the object in the 
image is Grandpa, the action performed is e-mailing that image to Grandpa and/or 
storing the image according to the recongnized object, see pages 3-4, paragraph 0043, 
page 3, paragraphs 0037, 0038, page 1, paragraphs 0008, figures 1,4-6). 

As to claim 1 1 , Barsness et al. discloses wherein the rules engine is located on a 
computing device including a user interface and rules editing and configuration tools for 
assisting a user in creating the set of image rules (see figures 1 , 4, 5, 6 and page 3, 
paragraphs 0037-0038 and pages 3-4, paragraph 0043). 

As to claim 12, Barsness et al. discloses wherein the rules engine is located on a 
first computing device (120) and the system further includes a receiving mechanism on 
a receiving computing device (120) for receiving captured images from the image 
capturing device (110). 

As to claim 13, Barsness et al. discloses wherein the receiving computing device 
(120) is the same as the first computing device (120). 

As to claim 14, Barsness et al. discloses wherein the receiving computing device 
(120) receives captured images and interprets associated rules in order to determine 
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actions to be performed on the captured images (see figures 4-6, and page 3, 
paragraphs 0037-0038 and pages 3-4, paragraph 0043). 

As to claim 15, Barsness et al. discloses wherein the set of image rules includes 
a placement rule for determining a storage location for a captured image (see pages 3- 
4, paragraph 0043 and figure 10, i.e., any image that includes a particular person may 
be stored in a directory that contains only images that contain that person). 

As to claim 16, Barsness et al. discloses wherein the set of image rules includes 
an enhancement rule for optimizing the appearance of a captured image (see figure 8, 
page 3, paragraph 0043). 

As to claim 17, Barsness et al. discloses wherein the set of image rules includes 
a rights management rule for restricting access to a captured image (see figures 13-18, 
i.e., e-mailing the images only to recognized individuals that are contained within the 
image or any image that includes a particular person may be stored in a directory that . 
contains only images that contain that person, see page 3, paragraphs 0037, 0038 and 
0043). 

As to claim 18, Barsness et al. discloses comprising a content filter for evaluating 
the placement rule based on captured image content (see pages 3-4, paragraph 0043 
and figure 10, i.e., any image that includes a particular person may be stored in a 
directory that contains only images that contain that person). 

As to claim 19, Barsness et al. discloses a method for managing digital images, 
the method comprising: defining a set of rules (defining objects) using a computing 
device; receiving a set of transferred images from an image capturing device; and 
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applying the set of rules from the computing device to the set of transferred images from 
the image capturing device (i.e., if the object in the image is Grandpa, the action 
performed is e-mailing that image to Grandpa and/or storing the image of Grandpa 
according to the recognized object in Grandpa file, see pages 3-4, paragraph 0043 and 
figure 10, i.e., any image that includes a particular person may be stored in a directory 
that contains only images that contain that person, and see pages 3-4, paragraph 0043, 
page 3, paragraphs 0037, 0038, page 1, paragraphs 0008, figures 1,4-6). 

.As to claim 20, Barsness et al. discloses further comprising storing at least one 
rule in an associated captured image (reads on: if the defined object in the image is 
Grandpa or Uncle, i.e., such as people, it reads on: storing at least one rule (object are 
people) in an associated captured image, see page 3, paragraph 0037, and figures 11- 
12). 

As to claim 21, Barsness et al. discloses further comprising transferring a 
captured image to a receiving computing system (120) and storing the captured image 
in accordance with an accompanying rule (see pages 3-4, paragraph 0043 and figure 
10, i.e., any image that includes a particular person may be stored in a directory that 
contains only images that contain that person). 

As to claim 22, Barsness et al. discloses further comprising allowing a user to 
include a placement rule within the set of rules, wherein the placement rule determines 
a storage location for an associated captured image (see pages 3-4, paragraph 0043 
and figure 10, i.e., any image that includes a particular person may be stored in a 
directory that contains only images that contain that person). 
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As to claim 23, Barsness et al. discloses further comprising allowing a user to 
include an enhancement rule within the set of rules, wherein the enhancement rule 
optimizes an appearance of an associated captured image (see figure 8, page 3, 
paragraph 0043). 

As to claim 24, Barsness et al. discloses further comprising allowing a user to 
include a rights management rule within the set of rules, wherein the rights 
management rule restricts access to an associated captured image (see figures 13-18, 
i.e., e-mailing the images only to recognized individuals that are contained within the 
image or any image that includes a particular person may be stored in a directory that 
contains only images that contain that person, see page 3, paragraphs 0037, 0038 and 
0043). 

As to claim 25, Barsness et al. discloses further comprising allowing a user to 
define the set of rules using rules editing and configuration tools (see page 3, 
paragraphs 0037, 0038, and see figure 5, 8, 9, 10-12). 

As to claim 26, Barsness ef al. discloses further comprising associating the 
placement rule with captured image content (see pages 3-4, paragraph 0043 and figure 
10, i.e., any image that includes a particular person may be stored in a directory that 
contains only images that contain that person). 

As to claim 27, Barsness et al. discloses further comprising transferring the 
associated captured image, analyzing the associated captured image according to 
image content, and storing the associated captured image in accordance with the 
placement rule (see figure 1, see figures 4-6, and see pages 3-4, paragraph 0043 and 
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figure 10, i.e., any image that includes a particular person may be stored in a directory 
that contains only images that contain that person). 

As to claim 28, Barsness et al. discloses further comprising establishing a 
wireless connection for wireless transfer of the captured image (see page 2, paragraph 
0031). 

As to claim 29, Barsness et al. discloses a method for managing captured 
images stored on a computing device, the method comprising: receiving at least one 
captured image associated with an image rule at the computing device; interpreting the 
associated image rule at the computing device; and managing the captured image in 
accordance with the associated image rule (i.e., if the object in the image is Grandpa, 
the action performed is e-mailing that image to Grandpa and/or storing the image of 
Grandpa according to the recognized object in Grandpa image storing file, see pages 3- 
4, paragraph 0043 and figure 10, i.e., any image that includes a particular person may 
be stored in a directory that contains only images that contain that person, and see 
pages 3-4, paragraph 0043, page 3, paragraphs 0037, 0038, page 1, paragraphs 0008, 
figures 1, 4-6). 

As to claim 30, Barsness et al. discloses further comprising receiving the 
captured image over a wireless connection at the receiving computing device (see page 
2, paragraph 0031). 

As to claim 31, Barsness et al. discloses wherein interpreting the associated 
image rule comprises determining placement of the captured image (see pages 3-4, 



Application/Control Number: 10/608,437 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2625 

paragraph 0043 and figure 10, i.e., any image that includes a particular person may be 
stored in a directory that contains only images that contain that person). 

As to claim 32, Barsness et al. discloses wherein managing the captured image 
comprising storing the captured image in a pre-selected file (see pages 3-4, paragraph 
0043 and figure 10, i.e., any image that includes a particular person may be stored in a 
directory that contains only images that contain that person). 

As to claim 33, Barsness et al. discloses wherein interpreting the associated 
image rule comprises determining enhancement of the captured image (see figures 8 
and 11-12). 

As to claim 34, Barsness et al. discloses wherein managing the captured image 
comprises enhancing image quality of the captured image (see page 3, paragraph 
0043, and page 4, paragraphs 0044-0045). 

As to claim 35, Barsness et al. discloses wherein interpreting the associated 
image rule comprises interpreting rights management instruction (see figures 13-18, i.e., 
e-mailing the images only to recognized individuals that are contained within the image 
or any image that includes a particular person may be stored in a directory that contains 
only images that contain that person, see page 3, paragraphs 0037, 0038 and 0043). 

As to claim 36, Barsness et al. discloses wherein managing the captured image 
comprises restricting access to the captured image to authorized users (see figures 13- 
18, i.e., e-mailing the images only to recognized individuals that are contained within the 
image or any image that includes a particular person may be stored in a directory that 
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contains only images that contain that person, see page 3, paragraphs 0037, 0038 and 
0043). 

As to claim 37, Barsness et al. discloses further comprising allowing a user to set 
the associated image rule prior to image capture (see page 3, paragraph 0038). 

As to claim 38, Barsness et al. discloses further comprising allowing a user to set 
the associated image rule subsequent to image capture (see page 3, paragraphs 0037- 
0038 and 0043). 

As to claim 39, Barsness et al. discloses a system for managing captured 
images, the system comprising: an image transfer engine within an image capturing 
device (110) for transferring a captured image; an image acquisition engine (120) for 
receiving the captured image; and a rules engine (see figures 4-6) for interpreting an 
associated rule in order to manage the captured image in accordance with the 
associated rule (i.e., if the object in the image is Grandpa, the action performed is e- 
mailing that image to Grandpa and/or storing the image of Grandpa according to the 
recognized object in Grandpa image storing file, see pages 3-4, paragraph 0043 and 
figure 10, i.e., any image that includes a particular person may be stored in a directory 
that contains only images that contain that person, and see pages 3-4, paragraph 0043, 
page 3, paragraphs 0037, 0038, page 1, paragraphs 0008, figures 1,4-6). 

As to claim 40, Barsness et al. discloses wherein the associated rule comprises a 
placement rule for determining placement of the captured image (see pages 3-4, 
paragraph 0043 and figure 10, i.e., any image that includes a particular person may be 
stored in a directory that contains only images that contain that person). 
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As to claim 41 , Barsness et al. discloses wherein the associated rule comprises 
an enhancement rule for determining enhancement of the captured image (see figure 8, 
page 3, paragraph 0043). 

As to claim 42, Barsness et al. discloses wherein the associated rule comprises a 
rights management rule (see figures 13-18, i.e., e-mailing the images only to recognized 
individuals that are contained within the image or any image that includes a particular 
person may be stored in a directory that contains only images that contain that person, 
see page 3, paragraphs 0037, 0038 and 0043). 

As to claim 43; Barsness et al. discloses further comprising rules editing and 
acquisition tools for allowing a user to set the associated rule (see page 3, paragraphs 
0037, 0038, and see figure 5, 8, 9, 10-12). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dov Popovici whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4083. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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